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Report on PR1/A2 Focus Group 
 

Hosted on: 17 march 2023 

Facilitated by: Scuola di Robotica 

I. Organizational issues and focus group participants 
 

The RoboSTEAMKIDS focus group with a group of teachers consisting of 12 people and a 

group of parents consisting of 8 people. 

During the meeting, after a common introduction, the two target groups were divided 

into two Zoom rooms and the meeting was organized and conducted by Gianluca 

Pedemonte and Emanuele Micheli. 

Registration was available on the Scuola di Robotica website and participation was open 

to primary and nursery schoolteachers and parents of children participating in our 

educational activities. 

II. Agenda 

 

1. Welcoming note by the event moderator 

2. Asking participants for consent to record the discussion. 

3. Presentation of the roboSTEAMkids. 

4. Asking participants to introduce themselves and organizations they represent. 

5. Icebreaking activities and topic analysis 

6. Zoom room division and focus group and discussion with teachers and parents. 

7. Shared teaching activity 

8. Closing session, wrap-up, and summary 

Final words and a “thank you” note by the Partner Organization. 
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III. Minutes 
 

1) The Focus Group started in online mode at 4pm on 17 March 2023 via the Zoom 

platform. Immediately after the start of the online session, participants were informed of 

the intention to record the online session. Having obtained their approval for registration, 

the focus group began. 

2) Participants were first asked to introduce themselves. Each of them introduces 

him/herself and this is useful to understand how to divide the participants into different 

rooms. Many of them are both teachers and parents. 

3) The moderator at this point introduces and introduces the RoboSTEAMKids project by 

presenting the context, objectives and expected results. The participants are interested 

and many questions about the project come up. 

4) At this point, participants are invited to enter a shared online space on the Padlet 

platform. This helps us to receive feedback on the topics indicated and shared with the 

project partners from parents and teachers. 

5) Parents and teachers are divided into virtual rooms on Zoom. The participants are very 

attentive and responsive, and all contribute by talking about their experiences and how 

from their point of view it would be important to proceed with STEAM subjects.  

More details in the dedicated section. 

6) For the final part, all participants return to the main virtual room and the moderators 

make a brief summary of the results. Afterwards, greetings and thanks are given. 

IV. Discussion outcomes 
 

ECEC teachers' digital competencies and confidence 

Teachers: 

Emerging early on is a strong need for willpower and curiosity on the part of teachers and 

students to start using technical and digital skills from an early age. Certainly, the 

pandemic period from Covid 19 has sensitized many on strategies to adopt in this area 

but some resistance persists. In addition, there are still network-related infrastructure 

problems in some parts of Italy. However, the great willingness on the part of teachers to 

invest in specific training is highlighted. 

Needs and gaps in content, equipment and digital resources for ECEC 

Teachers: 

In the last period, the Italian school, thanks in part to PNRR (National Recovery 

andResilience Plan) funding from the European Union through Recovery Funds, has 
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invested a lot of money in modernizing digital equipment and devices and robotics. It 

becomes clear that more investment in training teachers in using these new devices is 

often needed. In this regard, materials developed under Erasmus+ projects such as 

RoboSteamKids are highly valued. 

 

Benefits and impact of introducing STEAM/Robotics into ECEC 

Teachers:  

The European Commission's support to produce this publication does not constitute an 

endorsement of the contents, which reflect the views only of the authors, and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the 

information contained therein. Project N°:2021-2-PL01-KA220-SCH-000048987 All agree 

that there is an increasing need to prepare and train students in the use of digital tools. 

 

Obstacles and concerns for the introduction of STEAM/Robotics into ECEC. 

Teachers: 

The faculty present are part of the School of Robotics network, so they all understand the 

need to use these tools to create generations of citizens trained in the use of emerging 

technologies. However, many point out that this view is still in the minority in the teaching 

staff and more action is needed from the relevant authorities. 

Role of parents in the introduction of STEAM/Robotics in ECEC 

 

Teachers: 

All teachers highlight how important time management is in using digital tools at home, 

but at the same time, as parents, they very often understand the difficulty in managing 

the use of these tools. 

 

V. Pictures or screenshots from onsite or online meeting 
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Annex 1. List of registered focus group participants 
 

 

First name Last name Country Email address 

1. Roberta  Catalano Italy robertacatalano@libero.it 

2. Marcella  Genta Italy  marcella.genta@ic-lamorra.edu.it 

3. Giuseppina  Parretta Italy  gparretta@carpicentro.istruzioneer.it 

4. Maddalena La Greca Italy  mlagreca@carpicentro.istruzioneer.it 

5. Paola  Corbo Italy  francescapaola.corbo@iccuneocorsosoleri.edu.i

t 

6. Domenica  Fulgido Italy  domenica.fulgido@padregemelli.net 

7. Maria Grazia  Ottaviani Italy  Ottavianimariagrazia2@gmail.com 

8. Gianni  Mastropaolo Italy  gianni@mastropaolo.net 

9. Alessandro  Ferro Italy  aleferz@hotmail.com 


