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Hosted on: 06/02/2023 —18:00 CET

Facilitated by: Emphasys Centre

The roboSTEAMKIDSfocus group with  ECEC teachers was organized via Zoom platform on
the 6t of February at 18:00 CET. Chrystalla Thrasyvoulou from Emphasys Centre
participated in the focus group as a facilitator for the discussion between the ECEC
teachers. Seven ECEC teachers, mainly kindergarten teachers and school psychologists
joined the focus group discussion.

The agenda of th e focus group followed the guidelines agreed upon by the
roboSTEAMKIDSconsortium including but not limited to:

Welcoming note by the event moderator

Asking participants for consent to record the discussion

Asking participants to introduce themselves and organi sations they represent ing
Presentation of the roboSTEAMKIDSproject

Discussion based on proposed questions and Focus group guidelines

Closing session, wrap -up, and summary

m ook

inal words and a “thank you” note by the Partner

The focus group was organized onthe 6 ™ of February at 18:00 CET.

Chrystalla Thrasyvoulou started the discussion with a brief overview of the roboSTEAMkids
project, the expected results from the project, and what is developed so far in the
projec t.
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Then, each participant briefly presented themselves, in which school they are working
and why they are interested to participate into the focus group for the roboSTEAMkids
project.

The main points which were discussed during the focus group are:

Rate their digital competences regarding the STEAM education

Their teaching methodology and content regarding the STEAM education

The activities they are preparing for the students

The main impact and benefits of STEAM education for students

The main gaps between the STEAM education for ECEC teachers and to schools
The role of the parents in STEAM education and students

7. How the ECEC teachers and parents can collaborate

R

At the end of the focus group, Chrystalla Thrasyvoulou mentioned a discussion summary.
Everyone said that they will follow the roboSTEAMKids project with the next steps and

results.
Questionl: ECEC t eachersd digital competences and conf i
The participants shared with the rest of the participants their digital competences level.

Most of the participants mentioned that they can rate their digital competences at a
medium level which means that they would like to have frequent training and support to
improve their digital competences.

Question 2: The needs and gaps in digital content, equipment and resources for ECEC

Firstly, the participants mentioned that the main needs and gaps that ECEC teachers are
facing are the lack of equipment in the classrooms mainly the lack of financial support,

the lack of knowledge  such as training, seminars , etc. related to STEAM education and
the lack of time management and planning of any activity.

Question 3: Benefits and impact of the introduction of STEAM/Robotics in ECEC

The participants agreed that STEAM and robotics in educ ation are a huge benefit and
can bring to students a positive impact. The main benefits of STEAM in ECEC teachers are
a boost of their creativity, hands -on experience, develops a growth mindset, team

playing and teamwork, innovation , and improves problem -solving skills.

The main i mpact on students’ l i ves is that STEA
understand in a more practical and efficient way and can help them solve any issue or

problem.

Question 4: Barriers and concerns of the introduction of STEAM/  Robotics in ECEC
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The main barriers and concerns of the teacher s™ ar e
knowledge to teach STEAM to students and they need any kind of training and also
technical support from experts.

Question 5: Role of parents in the in troduction of STEAM/Robotics in ECEC

The last question is about the role of parents, all the participants totally agreed that the

role of parents is crucial especially at this early age in ECEC. They mentioned that the role

of parents should be motivating to the students, and be supportive an d meaningful for
the students. Lastly, teachers mentioned that they have to be a close collaboration
between teachers and parents for the support of the students.

V. Pictures or screenshots from onsite or online meeting
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Annex 1. List of registered focus group  participants

First and last | City Country | Position Organization Email address
name
1. Chrystalla Nicosia | Cyprus Project Emphasys chrystalla@emphas
Thrasyvoulou Coordinator Centre yscentre.com
2. Natasa Nicosia | Cyprus Kindergarten Ni c os i a ] n.tziakouri@gmail.c
Tziakouri teacher municipality om
kindergarten
3. Penny Nicosia | Cyprus Kindergarten Ni cosi a’penny p@gmail.co
Pastou teacher municipality m
kindergarten
4. Mikaella Nicosia | Cyprus Kindergarten Little m_ierodiaconou@
lerodiacono teacher Alchemists gmail.com
u Nursery
School
5. Mikaella Nicosia | Cyprus Kindergarten Little mikaellakittira@gm
Kittira teacher Alchemists ail.com
Nursery
School
6. Chrystia Nicosia | Cyprus School Little Chrystia_par@gmai
Paraskeva Psychologist Alchemists l.com
Nursery
School
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7. loanna Nicosia | Cyprus School Public iogeorgiou@gmail.
Georgiou Psychologist Kindergarten com
of Tseri
Municipality
8. Nicoletta Nicosia | Cyprus Kindergarten Public Polyviou_nicoletta
Polyviou teacher Kindergarten @gmail.com
of Tseri
Municipality
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