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Hosted on: 17 march 2023

Facilitated by: Scuola di Robotica

The RoboSTEAMKIDSfocus group with a group of teachers consisting of 12 people and a
group of parents consisting of 8 people.

During the meeting, after a common introduction, the two target groups were divided
into two Zoom rooms and the meeting was organized and conducted by Gianluca
Pedemonte and Emanuele Micheli.

Registration was available on the Scuola di Robotica website and participation was open
to primary and nursery schoolteachers and parents of children participating in our
educational activities.

. Welcoming note by the event moderator
. Asking participants for consent to record the discussion.
. Presentation of the roboSTEAMKidSs.

. Asking participants to introduce themselves and organizations they represent.

1
2
3
4
5. Icebreaking activities and topic ana lysis
6. Zoom room division and focus group and discussion with teachers and parents.
7. Shared teaching activity

8. Closing session, wrap -up, and summary

F

inal words and a “thank you” note by the Partner
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1) The Focus Group started in online mode at 4pm on 17 March 2023 via the Zoom
platform. Immediately after the start of the online session, participants were informed of

the intention to record the online session. Having obtained their approval for registration,
the focus gr oup began.

2) Participants were first asked to introduce themselves. Each of them introduces
him/herself and this is useful to understand how to divide the participants into different
rooms. Many of them are both teachers and parents.

3) The moderator att his point introduces and introduces the RoboSTEAMKIids project by
presenting the context, objectives and expected results. The participants are interested
and many questions about the project come up.

4) At this point, participants are invited to enter a sh ared online space on the Padlet
platform. This helps us to receive feedback on the topics indicated and shared with the
project partners from parents and teachers.

5) Parents and teachers are divided into virtual rooms on Zoom. The participants are very
attentive and responsive, and all contribute by talking about their experiences and how
from their point of view it would be important to proceed with STEAM subjects.

More details in the dedicated section.

6) For the final part, all participants return tot  he main virtual room and the moderators
make a brief summary of the results. Afterwards, greetings and thanks are given.

ECEC teachers' digital competencies and confidence
Parents:

The willingness to insist in digital skills is also clear in the group of parents. With the covid19
pandemic, parents have also been sensitized to be more in control of their children's use
of digital devices, and they consider it essential that teachers educate students from an
early age in the sustainab le and intelligent use of new technologies.

Needs and gaps in content, equipment and digital resources for ECEC
Parents:

In the group of parents, there is a clear need to invest more in teacher training in the
school setting. Some parents insist on the  need to create parent associations to help
understand the needs of younger students. They also discuss the amount of investment
made for secondary and high schools compared to that made for kindergarten.
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Benefits and impact of introducing STEAM/Roboticsi  nto ECEC
Parents:

Parents agree with teachers in highlighting the importance of training for young people
in digital. These needs are even greater together following the Covid -19 pandemic.
Obstacles and concerns for the introduction of STEAM/Robotics into ECEC.
Parents:

Many parents are not convinced that the current approach is the correct one because

they see the intensive use of their children as excessive, and for this very reason they
emphasize the need for schools to play a more important role in trai ning youngsters in
the use of these tools.

Role of parents in the introduction of STEAM/Robotics in ECEC
Parents:
Parents see themselves as extracurricular reference points but do not think that direct

intervention on their part is necessary for the introduction of STEAM/Robotics in ECEC.

V. Pictures or screenshots from onsite or online meeting
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Annex 1. List of registered focus group  participants

Firstname Last name | Country | Email address

1. Michele Pellicciari Italy ing.pellicciari@yahoo.it

2. Anna Maria Tavera Italy annamaria.tavera@tiscali.it

3. Sonia De Cosmis Italy soniadc84@libero.it

4. Palma Pellegrini Italy Palmapelll@gmail.com

5. Silvia Innocenti Italy silviainnbec@gmail.com

Becchi

6. Patrizia Sgura Italy Sgurapatrizia@gmail.com

7. Francesco Sacconi Italy francesco.sacconi@gmail.com

8. Donatella Marro Italy doneww@gmail.com

9. Daniela Troia Italy dnltr71@gmail.com

10. Maria Grazia Ottaviani Italy Ottavianimariagrazia2 @gmail.com

11. Alessandra Morero Italy morero.alessandra@gmail.com
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